
Presidential Doctrines 

Monroe Doctrine (1823) The United States' opinion that European powers should no longer 

colonize the Americas or interfere with the affairs of sovereign 

nations located in the Americas, such as the United States, Mexico, 

Gran Colombia and others. In return, the United States planned to 

stay neutral in wars between European powers and in wars between 

a European power and its colonies. However, if these latter type of 

wars were to occur in the Americas, the U.S. would view such action 

as hostile toward itself. 

Roosevelt Corollary (1900) A frank statement that the U.S. was willing to seek leverage over 
Latin American governments by acting as an international police 
power in the region. This announcement has been described as the 
policy of "speaking softly but carrying a big stick", and consequently 
launched a period of "big stick" diplomacy, in contrast with later 
Dollar Diplomacy. 

Truman Doctrine (1947) The United States was prepared to send any money, equipment, or 

military force to countries that were threatened by the communist 

government, thereby offering assistance to those countries resisting 

communism. In U.S. President Harry S Truman's words, it became 

"the policy of the United States to support free peoples who are 

resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside 

pressures. 

Eisenhower Doctrine (1957) A country (middle-east) could request American economic 
assistance and/or aid from U.S. military forces if it was being 
threatened by armed aggression from another state. 

Nixon Doctrine (1969)  United States henceforth expected its allies to assume primary 

responsibility for their own military defense. This was the start of 

the "Vietnamization" of the Vietnam War. The Doctrine argued for 

the pursuit of peace through a partnership with American allies. 

Carter Doctrine (1976-80)  Humanitarian   

Reagan Doctrine (1980-88) The Reagan doctrine called for American support of the Contras in 

Nicaragua, the mujahedeen in Afghanistan and Jonas Savimbi's 

UNITA movement in Angola, among other anti-communist groups. 

Bush “W” Doctrine (2000-08) Permits preventive war against potential aggressors before they are 

capable of mounting attacks against the United States, a view that 

has been used in part as a rationale for the 2003 Iraq War. 


